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HIGHLIGHTS OF NEWARK HISTORY 


The third oldest city in the United States and the 
tiny 


Portuguese communities were expanding steadily. But 


largest city in New J 
settlement nearly 350 years ago. Thirty Puritan fami- 


in 
of the Passaic River in quest of religious 
freedom and cheap farmland, 


The settlers purchased much of what is now Essex 
County from the Lenni Lenape Indians for about 
$750 worth of weapons, clothing. liquor, horses, and 
sur newcomers named the community in 
had come from Newark-on-Trent, England, 

After the American Revolution, the town grew, 
blessed by its location near the sea, and at the 
Junction of major roads. 

There were only 20,000 residents when Newark 
earned its first city charter in 1836, but the populo- 
tion peaked well above a century later. 


of manufacturing took their toll and the total popula- 
tion ebbed quickly in the 1960's. Factories moved out. 
Stores and theaters closed, 


Newark reached its lowest point in 1967, when rioting 

claimed 23 lives and caused millons of dollars of 

‘damage. But Newark defied the obituary writers, and. 

began a long, tough comeback, 

In 1970 Kenneth A. Gibson became the fist black 

mayor of any eastern city, and sought. during four 
the city and overcome divisions. In 


ity. Newarkers worked mightily to rebuild dec 
neighborhoods, generate new jobs and businesses, 
improve a lagging school system, and achieve a dra- 


People came later 
from Italy and Eastern Europe, to work in the city's 
growing industries and fo gain poltical freedom. 


businesses were spurred by the 
Newark produced carriages, saddles, shoes, 
clothing. paint, beer, furniture, thread, jewelry. 
and equipment. 


The 20th Century began with a palatial new City 
Hall and Essex County Courthouse: a network of 
- ludin, 


largest insurance company. 


By the late 1940's a majority of Newark residents. 
were African-American, and Hispanic ond 


In the last 25 years, Newark enlarged its role os a 
center of higher education, health core, government, 
and transportation. 
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Riverfront Stadium, bringing professional sports and 
fons info Newark for the fis time in decades, 


With the construction of townhouses, mult family, and 
low, 


single homes seling at moderate. “and 
Newark’ residential neigh 


By the 
on the rebirth in many forms: hundreds of ne 
townhouses and apartments replacing old slums 
and. uninhat 


college campuses serving students, and a 
lence Park for advanced research; new and 
rehabilitated office towers; theaters and recreation 


facilities; an expanding international airport, one of 
the busiest in the nation; and a modemized seaport, 
the greatest container port in the world, 


Two late 1990's project were the most spectacular 
symbols yet of Nework's resurrection - the $180 
milion New Jersey Performing Arts Center, which lured 
thousands of suburbanites back to the inner city for 
world-class performances, and Bears ond Eagles 


borhoods were transformed and revitalized as citizens 
sought to realize the "great American dream” of home 
‘ownership, Property values in Newark have increased 
almost 70 percent in recent years 


Together with the widely-esteemed Newark Public 
Library, Newark Museum, New Jersey Historical 
Society, and Symphony Hall, these facilities draw 
many students and visitors to the city 


Entering the 21st Century full of fresh promise, Newark 
continues to welcome people from many lands and 
cultures, accepting their challenges and absorbing 
their energy ond ideas, continuing the great city’s 
revitalization and achieving its people's dreams. 
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City Of Newark 
‘Sharpe James, Mayor 


‘Municipal Council 
Donald Bradley 
SS Council President 
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oro ret e y nove Bough minor mops Donal oro ey er a Council Member - South Word 
sa ‘Augusto Amador, Council Member — East Ward 


rchodo, 
id-Jenkins, Council Member-at-Large 
smber-al-Large 
r-at-Lage 
Bessie Walker, Council Member-al-Large 
Newark Public Information Office 
920 Broad Street, Room 214 
Newark, N.J. 0 
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Prepared by the Newark Department of Engineering, 
James D. Adams, Director 
Newark Public Information Office, 
Pamela E. Goldstein, Communications Manager 


Mop design by Joe Fox, Cily Surveyor 
Graph design by Dovid Lippman, Publi Information Office 
Historic narative by Doug Eldridge, 

Newark Preservation & Landmarks Commit 


© Copyright 2004 - City of Newark 


Photo credits: Wiliam Ramos, Public Information Office 


Menan zafe Peres Selon, opens n 1954 and went ed 
Citywide Corporate Photography, Alan Goldsmith 


reso goy een ot Ta fogs maor sorgen ees bs, AAO, 
AI Tens PHM. an elk ON Subway tos. 


[.ShellClassInfo] 

InfoTip-This folder is shared online. 

IconFile-C:XProgram Files (x86)XGoogleXDriueXgoogledriuesunc.exe 
IconIndex-12 


